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MOTOR VEHICLE DEALER BOARD 

MINUTES 

June 16, 2015 

 

 

The regular meeting of the Dealer Board was held at the Department of Revenue offices, Lakewood, 

Colorado.  The following persons were present: 

 

BOARD MEMBERS: Anthony Brownlee 

Robert Endter 

Justin Franks 

Joseph Gebhardt 

Chris Hefty 

Stan Martin 

Deborah Thompson 

Jason Wagner 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT: 

 

Michael Jorgensen  

 

SENIOR DIRECTOR OF 

ENFORCEMENT: 

  

Ron Kammerzell 

 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY: Bruce Zulauf 

  

 

DEPT OF REVENUE,  

AID, ENFORCEMENT  

DIVISION STAFF: 

 

Chris Rouze 

Matt Heap 

Martin Kenney 

John Opeka 

Gloria Breeden 

Dave Heinrich 

Kaye Kopecky 

Arleen Criddell-Tapanen 

 

ATTORNEY GENERAL’S OFFICE: 

 

Y.E. Scott 

Skip Spear 

  

 

VISITORS: 

 

 

 

 

 

Todd O’Connell, CIADA 

Tammi McCoy, CADA 

Art Erwin, Christopher’s Dodge World 
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President, Jason Wagner, opened the meeting of June 16, 2015 at 9:05 a.m.  Mr. Wagner turned the 

floor over to Executive Secretary, Bruce Zulauf.  

 

AGENDA REVIEW AND ANNOUNCMENTS 

 

Mr. Zulauf informed the Board there were no additions or corrections to the agenda as posted.  Mr. 

Jorgensen will not be in attendance today.  Skip Spear, conflicts counsel, will advise Board on the 

Eaton case cited in the Executive Secretary’s report. There will be a formal Rulemaking hearing on 

June 25, 2015.  The entire rulemaking record will be mailed next Thursday or Friday for the scheduled 

hearing.   

 

Kaye Kopecky will be retiring June 30, 2015 after 27 years of service.  Mr. Hefty has decided not to 

apply for his second term on the Board due to scheduling conflicts.   

 

There is an Affidavit of Probable Cause that coincides with the salesperson license application for 

Todd L. Hunter. These will be presented at the same time. 

 

MINUTES 

 

The minutes of the May 19, 2015 meeting were approved unanimously. 

 

 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY’S REPORT 

 

Mr. Zulauf presented the following to the Board:   

 

1. Proposed Stipulation and Final Agency Order – Lakeside Auto Brokers, Inc., Dealer 

#4837 – Motion to approve the Proposed Stipulation and Final Agency Order – approved 

unanimously. 

 
Ms. Scott recused herself and left the room. 

 

2. Licensee’s Request to Reconsider Sanction --- Eaton, Daniel T. 

Motor Vehicle Salesperson License #31573 

 

The Board went into Executive Session at 9:19 a.m. and Resumed Open Session at 9:47 a.m. 
 

Mr. Gebhardt made a motion to uphold the Final Order and to have the Executive Secretary enter 

into a stipulation with Daniel Eaton for a conditional sales license – approved unanimously. 

 

3. Initial Decision --- Findley, Heather Elizabeth 

Motor Vehicle Salesperson License #189370 
 

Motion was made to have conflicts counsel draft a Final Order to accept the Findings of Fact and 

Conclusions of Law with the exception of number 12, accept the recommended order as written in 

regards to granting a conditional license and finally, applicant will notify the Board within 30 days 

of the status of her criminal case – approved unanimously. 

 

Motion to delegate authority to Executive Secretary to sign Final Order on behalf of the Board – 

approved unanimously. 
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Ms. Scott returned to the room. 

 

There was a general discussion of individuals failing to disclose on the salesperson license applications. 

 

BACKGROUND INVESTIGATIONS TEAM 

 

Ms. Breeden presented the following to the Board: 

 

Dealer Applications: 

 

 Longs Peak Auto Sales LLC #43296 (application withdrawn at applicant’s request). 

 

 Zara Auto Sales #43221 – Motion to grant the license – approved unanimously. 

 

Salesperson Applications:  
 

 Carr, David #162238 – Motion to grant the license – 5-3 approved (Martin, Thompson and 

Gebhardt opposed). 

 

 Compian, Angel #176216 – Motion to deny the license based on unfitness of criminal character 

and having been convicted of a misdemeanor under title 18 or any felony and prior Board action 

– approved unanimously. 

 

 Duncan, James #178240 – Motion to deny the license based on unfitness of criminal character 

and having been convicted of a misdemeanor under title 18 and failure to disclose – approved 

unanimously. 

  

Mr. Brownlee recused himself and left the room. 

 

 Johnson, Jerry #26747 – Motion to grant conditional license based upon applicant providing 

the standard letter from the employing dealer which includes the normal terms and conditions – 

approved unanimously. 

 

Mr. Brownlee returned to the room. 

 

 Rivas, Mario #190009 – Motion to grant conditional license based upon applicant providing the 

standard letter from the employing dealer which includes the normal terms and conditions –  

approved unanimously. 

 

 Schmidt, Rodney #190241 – Motion to deny the license based on unfitness of financial 

character, unfitness of criminal character and having been convicted of a misdemeanor under 

title 18 – approved unanimously. 

 

 Simon, John #190242 – Motion to deny the license based on unfitness of criminal character and 

having been convicted of a misdemeanor under title 18 – approved unanimously. 

 

 Vigil, Georgina #162148 – Motion to deny the license based on unfitness of licensing character, 

unfitness of criminal character and material misstatement – approved unanimously. 
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 Hunter, Todd #158237 – Motion made to suspend decision on salesperson license application  

until Affidavit of Probable Cause is reviewed – passed unanimously. 

 

 Hunter, Todd #158237 – Motion made to deny the license based on unfitness of criminal 

character, unfitness of financial character, unfitness of licensing character and material 

misstatement – passed unanimously. 

 

 

INVESTIGATION REPORT 
 

Mr. Heap presented the following to the Board: 

 

Statistical Reporting – Mr. Heap informed the Board that we started with 429 cases, 192 new cases 

were opened and 174 cases were closed for the month, giving the Division a balance of 447 open 

cases. There were 361 background inquiries performed. 

 

Affidavits of Probable Cause: 

 

 Todd L. Hunter, SL #158237 – Motion that the Board finds probable cause based upon the 

Affidavit of Probable Cause presented to the Board today respective to Todd L. Hunter, 

Salesperson #158237; and that the case be assigned to the Colorado Department of Revenue, 

Hearings Division for a hearing on the merits – approved unanimously. 

 

Mr. Wagner and Mr. Brownlee recused themselves and left the room. 

 

 Automotive Avenues Inc., DL #1173 – Motion that the Board finds probable cause based 

upon the Affidavit of Probable Cause presented to the Board today respective to Automotive 

Avenues, Dealer #1173; and that the case be assigned to the Colorado Motor Vehicle Dealer 

Board for a hearing on the merits and that the Executive Secretary be permitted to engage in 

settlement negotiations pursuant to C.R.S. 12-6-104 – approved unanimously. 

 

Mr. Wagner and Mr. Brownlee returned to the room. 

 

 AutoNation Chrysler Jeep West, DL #4303 – Motion that the Board finds probable cause 

based upon the Affidavit of Probable Cause presented to the Board today respective to 

AutoNation Chrysler Jeep West, Dealer #4303; and that the case be assigned to the Colorado 

Motor Vehicle Dealer Board for a hearing on the merits and that the Executive Secretary be 

permitted to engage in settlement negotiations pursuant to C.R.S. 12-6-104 – approved 

unanimously. 

 

 Ghent Chevrolet Cadillac, DL #142 – Motion that the Board finds probable cause based upon 

the Affidavit of Probable Cause presented to the Board today respective to Ghent Chevrolet 

Cadillac, Dealer #142; and that the case be assigned to the Colorado Motor Vehicle Dealer 

Board for a hearing on the merits and that the Executive Secretary be permitted to engage in 

settlement negotiations pursuant to C.R.S. 12-6-104 – approved unanimously. 

 

 Insurance Auto Auctions Inc., DL #39573 – Motion that the Board finds probable cause 

based upon the Affidavit of Probable Cause presented to the Board today respective to 

Insurance Auto Auctions Inc., Dealer #39573; and that the case be assigned to the Office of 
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Administrative Courts for a hearing on the merits and that the Executive Secretary be permitted 

to engage in settlement negotiations pursuant to C.R.S. 12-6-104 – approved unanimously (Mr. 

Franks absent). 

 

 Springs Automotive Group, DL #40412 – Motion that the Board finds probable cause based 

upon the Affidavit of Probable Cause presented to the Board today respective to Springs 

Automotive Group, Dealer #40412; and that the case be assigned to the Colorado Motor 

Vehicle Dealer Board for a hearing on the merits and that the Executive Secretary be permitted 

to engage in settlement negotiations pursuant to C.R.S. 12-6-104 – approved unanimously. 

 

 The Ultimate Machines Inc., DL #8136 – Motion that the Board finds probable cause based 

upon the Affidavit of Probable Cause presented to the Board today respective to The Ultimate 

Machines Inc., Dealer #8136; and that the case be assigned to the Colorado Motor Vehicle 

Dealer Board for a hearing on the merits and that the Executive Secretary be permitted to 

engage in settlement negotiations pursuant to C.R.S. 12-6-104 – approved unanimously. 

 

 

GENERAL DISCUSSION – Division Staffing 

 

Mr. Kammerzell circulated a draft resolution that will be coming from the Board on behalf of the Auto 

Industry Division requesting additional staffing.  Mr. Kammerzell informed the Board that we are in 

the early phases of initiating what is called a Decision Item.  This is a process the Department of 

Revenue goes through when requesting additional staffing from the General Assembly. 

 

There are several hurdles in this process: 

 

1. Securing the support of the Executive Director, 

 

2. If approval is granted, the Decision Item goes to the Office of State Planning & Budgeting 

and the Governor’s office, 

 

3. If approval is granted, it moves forward to the General Assembly as a formal Decision Item 

and would be considered by the Joint Budget Committee next spring during the Legislative 

session. 

 

Mr. Kammerzell stated that this is the first step in really focusing our efforts on being more proactive 

with respect to education and compliance within the auto industry as the Board has repeatedly 

requested that we do.  This is a necessary step to meet expectations of the Board. 

 

Mr. Kammerzell requested the Board make a motion to accept the Resolution and have the Board’s 

president sign on its behalf.  

 

Mr. Kammerzell briefly summarized the substance of the Resolution.  

 

Mr. Kammerzell informed the Board that in the interest of full disclosure, we are anticipating hiring a 

total of 4 fulltime employees, which includes three criminal investigators, one administrative staff.    

There was a general discussion of how the Resolution may be a positive impact in regards to getting 

education and compliance back into the industry. 

 

A motion was made to accept Resolution #15-002. 
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A motion was made to amend the motion to direct the president to sign and to cast a unanimous ballot 

– passed unanimously. 

 

New Business – Mr. Zulauf brought up an issue contained in Regulation 12-6-104(3)(j) with regards to 

who administers the Mastery Exam.  There is a request from Sonic Dealership group to allow them to 

become a third-party administrator of the exam from their headquarters in North Carolina.  Mr. Zulauf 

suggested tabling this item for the next Board meeting. 

 

Public Comment – No Public Comment 

 

The regular meeting of the Motor Vehicle Dealer Board was adjourned at 1l:20 a.m. 

 
(Note: The Minutes of the Motor Vehicle Dealer Board summarize the contents of the meeting.  They are not 

verbatim transcripts and are based principally upon the digital recording of the meeting and upon the later 

collaboration of staff attendees to ensure that the summary faithfully captures the matters before the Board and 

the actions the Board took. The digital recording of the meeting is a permanent record of the Board, retained in 

the electronic filing system of the Auto Industry Division, and is available as a resource for review, as needed.)  

 

Bruce Zulauf 

Executive Secretary 


